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Policy
The purpose of Edgewood Community Church in regard to marriage and weddings is to establish stable Christian homes where Christ is honored as the head of the home. 
References

Edgewood Policy - Facility Usage Fees and Guidelines 100.01

Definitions, Acronyms & Forms

ECC – Edgewood Community Church
Procedure

A. General Marriage Guidelines

1. To accomplish the above policy goal, weddings will only be conducted for a Christian man and Christian woman who have demonstrated the maturity and compatibility to have a stable relationship that honors Christ. The pastor will not knowingly conduct a wedding between a Christian and a non-Christian.
2. As a general rule, couples must be regularly attending ECC and a part of church life for 6 months before a request for a wedding will be considered. The Friendship Register serves as a record of regular attendance. Ties to Edgewood thru family and prior involvement will also be taken into consideration. 
3. No wedding will be conducted sooner than three months after the first counseling appointment with the pastor unless wisdom would warrant an exception.

4. Counseling

a. A minimum of six counseling sessions shall be required with the pastor before the wedding day in preparation for marriage. 
b. A follow-up session will be scheduled six to nine months following the wedding.

c. For couples from the church, but not currently in residence in the Waupun area, counseling may be arranged with an approved pastor or Christian counselor who shall certify in writing that the couple has had the required counseling and he or she believes the couple is adequately prepared and suitable for marriage. Counseling requirements apply for those being married at Edgewood by another pastor.
5. The pastor will not knowingly conduct a wedding for a couple living together or sexually active unless they agree to separate and keep sexually pure until the wedding. This is to demonstrate genuine Christian life as in #1 above and prepare for establishing a stable Christian home.
6. A divorced party(s) wishing to be married must give sufficient information to the pastor to determine that the divorce was either: 
a. Prior to Christian conversion (in which case reconciliation has been attempted)  or; 
b. Justified on the grounds of adultery or desertion according to Scripture. (Matt. 5:31-32; 1 Cor. 7:12-16; Matt. 19:1-9) 
7. Couples wishing to use the church building for a wedding to be conducted by another pastor must generally meet the above guidelines and pay whatever rental fee shall be established as indicated in the ECC Policy – Facility Usage Fees and Guidelines 100.01. 
8. Questions related to the above may be directed to a pastor. 
B. Weddings

1. Due to Saturday evening services, all Saturday weddings must begin by 1:00 PM and be completed (pictures taken, decorations down, stage cleared) by 3:00 PM.
2. No weddings are to be scheduled during the weekend prior to or following Christmas or the Good Friday/Easter Sunday weekend.
